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1) personal: 
born 14-08-1941 in Magdeburg, US citizen, married 
to Hannelore Louise Flessa, two sons Konrad  (born 1970) and Peter (born 1973) 
 
2) education:  
Ph.D. in German history, University of Wisconsin, 1969 
postdoctoral training at Shelby Cullom Davis Center, Princeton,1970-71 
 
3) positions:  
Assistant to Full Professor of History at the University of Missouri/Columbia, 1968-1983 
Lurcy Professor of European Civilization, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 
1983- 
Co-director of UNC/Duke Center for European Studies, 1994-1998 
Director at the Zentrum für Zeithistorische Studien, Potsdam, 1998-2006  
 
4) teaching experience: 
about five dozen courses and seminars, both in the US and at German universities 
(Saarbrücken, Göttingen, Leipzig, and Potsdam), among which a mass lecture on 
Twentieth Century Europe, several graduate seminars on the process of democratization 
in Germany after 1945 and several graduate readings courses on changing topics; also 
several weekend seminars and one vacation college course 
 
5) fellowships:  
Alexander von Humboldt at Universität des Saarlands, Woodrow Wilson Center 
(Washington); DFG guest professorship at Universität Göttingen, Netherlands Institute 
for Advanced Studies (Wassenaar), Zentrum für interdisziplinäre Forschung (Bielefeld), 
Swedish Collegium for Advanced Studies (Uppsala), Center for Advanced Studies in the 
Behavioral Sciences (Stanford), Zentrum für Zeithistorische Studien (Potsdam), 
Wissenschaftszentrum (Berlin) 
 
6) grants: 
more than fifty grants, including Rockefeller Humanities Fellowship, National 
Endowment for the Humanities conference grant, several International Research and 
Exchange Board conference grants, Fulbright Senior Fellowship, Rockefeller Foundation 
Bellagio conference grant, National Endowment for the Humanities project grant, several 
German Academic Exchange Service conference grants, DOE Title VI co-applicant, 
Henkel-Stiftung conference grant, American Council of Learned Societies conference 
grant, several massive DFG-applications for the ZZF, project applications for the 
Volkswagen foundation, etc.  
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7) papers and lectures: 
more than three hundred presentations in US, Europe, Australia, Korea and Japan among 
which recently on the return of civil society in East Germany during 1989 at the 
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin, interpretations of 20th century history in Düsseldorf and 
Leicester, representations of post-war history in Leipzig, German memory politics in 
Warsaw, cultural dimensions of transatlantic alienation in Indianapolis, the 
transformation of German political culture in Tutzing, just to name a few   
 
8) professional organizations: 
co-founder and past president of the friends of the German Historical Institute;  
past chair of International Commission for Application of Quantitative Methods in 
History;  
past president of German Studies Association; 
former executive secretary and past president of Conference Group for Central European 
History; 
past chair of American Historical Association program committee 
senior editor of new electronic network on Sozial- und Kulturgeschichte 
advisory board member of the Centre Marc Bloch in Berlin 
advisory board member of the Hannah Arendt Institute in Dresden 
past chair of the SSRC-Berlin Program selection committee 
member transatlantic advisory committee of the Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung 
 
9) administrative experience: 
service on countless departmental committees, especially on tenure and promotion, 
graduate studies, computers, etc;  
numerous college and campus committees, especially IRSS review, endowed chairs, 
International Curriculum, etc; 
informal coordinator for German Academic Exchange Service professorship ad UNC, 
past co-founder and co-director of the CES at UNC and past director of the ZZF (Center 
for Research in Contemporary History) in Potsdam  
 
10) editorial boards: 
editor of the hybrid journal “Zeithistorische Forschungen/Studies in Contemporary 
History,” 
editorial board member Jahrbuch für Universitätsgeschichte, Historisch-
Sozialwissenschaftliche Forschungen,  
editorial board member of Comparativ,  
former board member of History of Higher Education Annual,  Central European History, 
German Studies Review, History of Education Quarterly, and others 
 
11) conferences:  
chair and/or organizer of more than thirty meetings or symposia among which most 
recently organizer of  symposia on Contemporary History and Historical Controversy 
(Potsdam 2002) 
the democratization of German political culture (Berlin 2003) 
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and Europeanizing Contemporary Histories (Berlin 2004) 
currently preparing a conference on the Crisis of the 1970s (Potsdam 2007) 
 
12) reviewer: 
manuscripts for more than a dozen university presses most recently Berghahn Books,  
Princeton University Press, Harvard University Press, Cambridge University Press, 
Stanford University Press, University of North Carolina Press;  
and for more than a dozen journals, such as GSR, CEH, JMH, AHR, etc.; 
also several dozen book reviews in over twenty journals; 
more than two dozen tenure reviews, most recently for Boston College, the University of 
Iowa, etc; 
referee for the NEH, Fulbright Commission, Wilson Center, National Humanities Center, 
Center for Advanced Studies (Stanford), Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, Volkswagen 
Stiftung, Austrian Cultural Foundation, American Academy in Berlin, etc. 
 
13) books: 
 The Four Power Pact, 1933  (Madison, 1966) 
 
 The Enigmatic Chancellor: Bethmann Hollweg and the Hubris of  
 Imperial Germany, 1856-1921 (New Haven, 1973) 
 
 Quantifizierung in der Geschichtswissenschaft -- Probleme und  
   Möglichkeiten (Düsseldorf, 1976), edited 
 
 Students, Society and Politics in Imperial Germany: The Rise  
 of Academic Illiberalism (Princeton, 1982) 
 
 The Transformation of Higher Learning, 1860-1930 (Stuttgart  
 and Chicago, 1983), edited, translated into Japanese in 2003 
 
 Deutsche Studenten 1800-1970 (Frankfurt, 1984) 
 
 Quantitative Methoden in der Geschichtswissenschaft. Eine  
 Einführung (Darmstadt, 1985) with G. Arminger and M. Thaller 
 
 Quantitative History of Society and Economy: Some Interna-  
 tional Studies (Berlin, 1987), edited with W. H. Schroeder 
 
 German Professions, 1800-1950 (New York, 1990), edited with G. Cocks 
 
 The Unfree Professions: German Lawyers, Teachers and  
 Engineers, 1900-1950 (New York, 1990) 
 
 In Search of a Liberal Germany: Studies in the History of  
 German Liberalism (Oxford, 1990), edited with L. E. Jones  
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 Quantitative Methods for Historians: An Introduction to Re-  
 search, Data and Statistics (Chapel Hill, 1991) with Ken Hardy 
 
 Die deutsche Vereinigung. Dokumente zu Bürgerbewegung, Annä-  
 herung und Beitritt (Cologne, 1991), edited with Volker Gransow 
 
 Geschichtswissenschaft vor dem Jahr 2000. Historiographie,  
 Theorie und Sozialgeschichte (Hagen, 1991), edited  
 with J. Rüsen and H. Schleier 
 
 Zwischen Parteilichkeit und Professionalität. Bilanz der  
 Geschichtswissenschaft der DDR (Berlin, 1991), edited  
 
 The Rush to German Unity (New York, 1994) 
 

Nach dem Erdbeben. (Re-)Konstruktionen ostdeutscher Geschichte und 
Geschichtswissenschaft (Leipzig, 1994), edited with Matthias Middell 

 
Uniting Germany: Documents and Debates (Providence, RI, 1994),  
edited with Volker Gransow 

 
Die Unverhoffte Einheit 1989-1990 (Frankfurt, 1995) 
 
Amerikanisierung und Sowjetisierung in Deutschland 1945-1970  
(Frankfurt, 1997), edited with Hannes Siegrist 
 
After Unity: Reconfiguring German Identities, 1990-1995  
(Oxford, 1997), edited 
 
Weg in den Untergang. Der innere Zerfall der DDR 
(Göttingen, 1999), edited with Martin Sabrow 
 
Dictatorship as Experience: Towards a Socio-Cultural History of the GDR 
(New York, 1999), edited 
 
Versäumte Fragen. Deutsche Historiker im Schatten des Nationalsozialismus 
(Stuttgart/Munich, 2000), edited with Rüdiger Hohls 

 
Mauerbau und Mauerfall. Ursachen – Verlauf – Auswirkungen (Berlin 2002), 
edited with Hans-Hermann Hertle u. Christoph Kleßmann. 

 
Die Historische Meistererzählung. Deutungslinien der deutschen 
Nationalgeschichte nach 1945 (Göttingen 2002), edited with Martin Sabrow. 

 
Verletztes Gedächtnis. Erinnerungskultur und Zeitgeschichte im Konflikt 
(Frankfurt/a. M. u.a.) 2002, edited with Martin Sabrow. 
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Shattered Past: Reconstructing German Histories (Princeton [u.a.] 2003), co-
authored with Michael Geyer. 
 
Die Umkehr. Deutsche Wandlungen 1945-1995 (Munich, 2004) 
 
Zerbrochener Spiegel. Deutsche Geschichten im 20. Jahrhundert (Munich, 2005), 
co-authored with Michael Geyer 
 
Demokratiewunder. Transatlantische Mittler und die kulturelle Öffnung 
Westdeutschlands 1945-1970 (Göttingen, 2005), edited with Arndt Bauerkämper 
and Markus Payk 
 
After Hitler: Recivilizing Germans 1945-1995 (New York, 2006) 
 
Risse im Bruderbund. Die Gespräche Honecker – Breshnew 1974 bis 1982 
(Berlin, 2006), coedited with Hans-Hermann Hertle 
 
Two Germanies, 1961-1989 (Washington, DC, 2006), volume IX of internet 
German History in Documents and Images, edited with Helga Welsh 
 

14) articles:  
about two hundred articles and book chapters, among which most recently: 
 
- Überlegungen zur Positionsbestimmung deutscher Geschichtswissenschaft, in: 
zeitenblicke 4 (2005), Nr. 1 
 
- Kriegsende 1945. Schmerzhafte Erfahrungen und langwierige Lenrprozese, in: 
Deutschland Archiv 2005, Nr. 2 : 230-236. 
 
- Critical Memory and Civil Society: The Impact of the 1960s on German Debates about 
the Past, in : Philipp Gassert and Alan Steinweis, eds., Coping with the Nazi Past : West 
German Debates on Nazism and Generational Conflict, 1955-1975 (New York, 2006), 
11-30. 
 
- Anfänge der Berliner Republik (1990-2005), in: Ulrich Hermann et al., Kleine Deutsche 
Geschichte (Stuttgart, 2006), 477-510. 
 
- The Collapse of Communism and the Search for Master Narratives : Interpetative 
Implications of German Unification, in: TELOS 136 (Fall 2006), 59-75. 
 
- Drifting Apart : Cultural Dimensions of the Transatlantic Estrangement, in : Hermann 
Kurthen, Antonio V. Menendez-Alarcon, and Stefan Immerfall, eds.,  Safeguarding 
German-American Relations in the New Century: Understanding and Accepting Mutual 
Differences (Lanham, MD, 2006), 19-33. 
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